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filt is hot and seems like the land of Genesis before the earth had cooled or life was

createdo
Capt J.A.Swetham Jan 59 Directorate of Heritage and History Canada Report #78
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We hit the coast of the Sinai and the blue sea turned immediately into featureless light
brown sand as far as eye could see. There, in the port window of the North Star, as if
planted tlere by a Hollywood producer, was a Bedouin on a camel carrying of course his
old Enfield rifle. The pilot must be a good navigator as we heard almost immediately the
undercarriage going down and locking. We landed and taxied to the end of the runway
wherethere were several white vehiclebut no buildings! The doors of North Star were
opened and we were greeted by a blast of hdt as if you had opened an oven door.

Then the next we heard were the Arab workers yelling at each other opposing
instructions on how to get the rickety ramp up to the opening of the plane!

Tired , disoriented and not hit with the heate three stumbled down the steps.

AWel come to UNEF Pinkyo one of the tanned

the ramp!
We had aived at El Arish airport - our oneyear UNEF peace peacekeeping in Egypt

had begun.



Chapter 1 The HULL ARMOURIES Hull Quebec & Peacekeeping

Training

| was informed | was to be posted to UNEF for a year unaccompanied two weeks before |
was maned- 12 December 1964l asked my boss in Oakvillel was working as CO of
Army Recruiting Unit in Torontd for a 6month deferral so | could get marriage at least
started. This request was turned down. | decided then | would get out of military when |
got back from my touril  w o dolmg duf®i and then get out. | made two conditions
to myself :

e that I would get to be Major

e -l would get selected for Staff College
and THEN get out of Military. Never again would | leave my wife at a train station o
airport for a year. This resolution | kept. The WW2 mentality had not left the Canadian
military i | had not seen my father when he was posted overseas from 1939 uniil 1945
age 1 year to 8 years eldo father too longi my formative yeard grew upminus
father.

We had minimum training really for the Middle East and the IsrAetib conflict. | was
sent in February fr om TUNBF&amiliarizatioo Tré@ning awa f or

The course was held at a back room at the Hull Armory in a small room with no course
material. The Course was given more or | ess
UNEF Peacekeeping and consisted of mqgstlgin Arabict r ai ni ng and their 7
stories. 0 Trhisgng war sidries. Haas of 12@ K/40 C /continual dysentery /

shaking scorpions out of shoes before putting the shoes on in the morning.

They had great fun dressing up as Arabxl using the 10 to A&ords they had learned
in Egypt. They had dressed up in full Arab clothes and were outdoing each other with
their tales of conquest and travels



This Course also introduced me to the Canadian Army way of treating sdlolehs

their officers and men .Weere put up at a one star hotel more noted for its bar than its
rooms! The Canadian army put my new wife and | up at the cheapest hotel in Ottawa on
Bank Street at Gilmour the Alexandria right above the bar.Boy was it noisy!! We

moved to the LordElgin Hotel and | paid the difference out of my own pocket.

.This was the most valuable lesgaonintroduced me to the attituder at her Afrugal 0
the Military and either buy it yourself or scrounge the material. At this we became
experts!

Thenba k t o Tor ont embarkatowai t f or my A

| left Jan at the railroad station in Toront
bored looking Movement Control Officer at the Union staten i hol d over o from
troop trains .He made a guesppearance and letiis day done.

| took train to Trenton and of dawueathee it he |
Yukon airplane was to leave for Marville France. | sat around the Mess and phoned Jan a

couple of times. The RCAF Mess in Trentoad everything a salad bargreat food

fresh fruiti current magazines and newspapers from across Canada. | was already

wondering why | had not joined the Air force and why the Army!

Postscript

In El Arish the North Star aircraft would land with thejects of magazines and

newspapers from Base Trentothese weeks old magazines and newspapers were our

only source of news from Canada. Some kind soul gathered them up in a box and put
A115ATU EI Ari sh on TilblessbisoiNerseaul. ways got them

Observations

A year away fromo kith and kin Ais too | ong
have for sure trouble adjusting back into family upon return. We had NO counseling
either beforeoraftemo such thing as Apmed traumatic st

A Canadian military overseas Peawvamlrsepi ng it
defined by the Canadian military as 6 months. | spent from 4 March 1965 to end of June
19661 2% toursir ounded out to a met al nhadgbar A3 0 t o
ribbon of UNEF 1. A year is too long for a single or married man to be away from his or

her family in peacetime wartime is a different matter.



The military soldier needs training on the country they are goirig to
customs/culture/history/castt of their mission when abroad. The Canadians had been

in Egypt from 1958 years- so reallyi by the time | went which was 1965 the Canadian
military had time to get a thorough indoctrination course together. This was not the case.

From 11 March 196®mbarkation to 14 June 1966 return to Canada and two months of

Adi sembar kiawthiaotn tlheeayv ecbal | now fApost traumat.
was unheard of in our ddywe received not one day of counseling coming back from the

Tour - and not one hauof debriefing by Intelligence or Security.

Il had seen a finot so famous theno Yassar Ar
from Beirut to Gaza and him coming back agaiknew every henchman of the PLO by

face if not by namé as | lived at tle Beirut airport every day seven days a week. What

| saw and what they told re in canddor woul d
who cared then about a bunch of Arabs traveling as ragged UNWRA refugees to Gaza

and back to Beirut no one in thosdays!



Chapter 2 TRENTON CANADA to MARVILLE FRANCE -
nEmbar kati ono

| had been ordered to take a sadidressed box with me for my Army forage cap to mail

back to Torontd why we were not issued a blue beret then is beyondamere would

be issued bluberets and a blue scarf in Trenton. | never wore my blue scarf my whole

18/19 months awaly and the Canadian blue beret we were told to wear to Egypt where

we would be i ssued wabedutytaat fittedgperfeclyKlen gor 0 ber e
Canadian beret & an abomination of a befethick i hung down over your ears to my

collar! We ditched that soon as we got &angorberets.

We called the Canadian berets fAcow plopso : >

The beautiful Kangor beret came wéhmetalUN badge’ we never wore a cloth bgd
on our beret ever.

Finally we embarked for Marville France/Pisa/El Arish Egypt on 11 March 1965.We
flew on a Yukon aircraft Trenton to Marvillereally a Bristol Britannia aircratft very
comfortable and professionally done by the RCAF. Service auethiies as good as any
airline. Then overnight and we boarded a North Star shuttle run to Egypt via Pisa.

Marville was a first class ba$ehe PX was excelleritand the amenities such as
swimming pool and gym and other facilities excellent. The Fr&mrernment were not

too happy with the Canadians at this timafter alli the Canadians were in Egypt after
their botched effort with British and Israelis when the three attacked Egypt and captured
the Suez Canal. They would have stayedl threei butthe Americans told them to get

out! So the French were in the process of getting Canada out of Maraiiié of getting
France out of NATO!

Then Lester B Pearson came up with his Peacekeeping idea and won a Nobel Prize. The
North Star, which was to takus to El Arish on the tail, had a sigust as we were to

take of for Pisa/El Arish a UN metal decal was slippediirstayed on the tail all the

way!

Two memories of Marville Francé my shower in my room where French plumber had

put red on cold ater and green on hot water rioleery funny. And the French would

not | et wus put A UN 6 on any Canadi an airecr
that was slid in on the tail just before we took off.

The North Star had noisy Merlin Engines on a-BQircraft body. There has never been
a nosier plané and it shook /vibrated from the power. VWl 6 passengers and a couple
of tons of cargo rattled and shook our way to Pisa Italy over the Alps where we got a
terrific welcome from the RCASC Moveme@ontrol Officer ther@ he took great pains
to take us to hotel/to the market and to the Leaning Tower of Pisa

| remember the Italian hotel and the last bath | was to have for a year and a half. The
bathtub you sat Hit was shaped like a chair with aasevith your feet two feet below



you sat on your bum in the bath and the water covered you up to your cleegt
comfortable. Like a comfortable chair in hot water! Then supper at the hotel was the
absolute worst spaghetti | have ever tasted! Odd??

We were completely deaf and disoriented when we got off the North Star in &msh

compl etely fAnot with ito when we arrived in
fiover Iitsdeepictuee bélow!

i A== SN




Observation:

Make sure your troops arrive icondition to function or if need be fight at destination.
Why am | dressed in winter uniform when | am being sent to the desert??

We arrived in El Arish completely stressed out and tired and morally and physically

depressedWe were sent on the noidigdane that ever flew as a passenger plahe
North Stari from Marville to El Arish Egypt it was really a cargo plane with us

Airepl acementsd in canvas and aluminum bar bu
foreign assignment it is not a gooéwto send them steerage claghese troops will
arrive alreadyo in the holeo emotionally and

.Add to that the culture shock of most third world countries. The unplanned stop over in
Pisa saved us fromarrivingpo mp | et el yo bagged. i




Me on right shouting to someone | was traveling wiitle eventually played cards on
pile of stores right front of picturee ar ds even vi brated off nAtabl e



Chapter 3 Arrival in Eqypt

Next dayi the big dayi off to Egypt viaAthens. We were thoroughly deaf by now and
rattled in more ways than one. Good psychological way by military to prepare us for El
Arish airport! The North Star had Rolls Royce Merlins in a B@&ame. And were the
engines noisy. Air Canada tried the No8tfar for a whilé but the pilot had to hand a

card around to all the passengers because nothing could be heard over the internal PA
system

We arrived over coast of Egypt not 10 miles west of aifpgobd navigating. | looked
out of the window and thergas a scene from Lawrence of Aralsa. help me¢here was
sand as far as you could see and an Arab on a camel in the middle of this wasteland.

The door opened and a blast of heat and noise dtsutie Arab workmen yelled at each
other to push the stepp to the side of the airplane. And flies camdlies everywhere

T and flies were not to leave me for my entire tour. Never got used to them landing on
your face. And the sméilland heat 120 F was the norm at the end of the runway.

We parked th North Star at the far end of the hangar which at the time appearéd odd
more of the reason why explained later.

Hangar at
RCAF EIl Arish 1962




Caribou at El Arish
1961-2

gl i3 T B e e
Old pictures of El Arish airport T a
Camp called Marina

bou

Welcome to Egypt my new home toesve peace and Canada for a yeaso | thought.

Captain Bob Emberley a RCASC Captain and the one | was to replace was needless to

say Ahappy to see meBi hk(@®@mpkdecauselthatavdstabeeme di at e
the colour of our skin with our firstunburn on our lower arms and faces.) There was a

bored looking Egyptian Immigration Officer at the bottom of the rarappposedly Bob

told me Egptian Immigrations Officer main job was to check for Jewish names on

manifesti but | doubt he could evenad English).Bob Emberley told me he was not

supposed to come on board the North star as it was technically United Nations and

therefore neutral turf.

This was my first introductileraelipioblenéca!l | i f e
the Arabi Israeli problem or the Palestinidrisraeli problem. All had different agendas

I was to find. And wei Canadd were not so good eithéhere is me a couple of days

after | arrived. Notice no tan, the Canadian Bush hat, which kept the sun off mybeyes

NOT the bottom of my face or my neck. | am also wearing a NATO red and black

armbands ayi ng Amovement controlo. The only prol
fellow Countries did NOT belong to NATMow stupid to have me wear this (I did for 2

daysi thenditched it) Finland/Indonesia/Yugoslavia /Sweden /Brazil to name $atite

NOT belong to NATO !!



Picturei at least | am out of my winter uniforinand | have on a pair of Canadian

Afbushea p@aanadi an Abusho hat -soontbbatradedbfor heavy
Indian Army loosely woven shirt and Indian army loosely woven pants.l also will be
wearing either sandal s or fditheetphotos'!boot so mad



Chapter 4 Peacekeepers and El Arish

We drove into RCAF 115 ATU Squazh Marina the Quarters . The living quarters were

by the sea about 15 kilometers from the UN and Egyptian shared Airport.

The UN side of the airport was guarded by a lonely group of Indian Aranglatoon of

soldiers. Yugoslav soldiers guarded the Maf@empi t he Yugood6s had a | arg
mile east down the road from Marina. Both the Indian soldiers and the Yugos impressed

mei they were business like and well trained.

Both the airport and the camp Maripkus the highway and railroadhad been biti by
the Britishi probably WW2 but rumour had it both had been started WWo will
ever know. The UN had taken them over arad Marina anyway painted UNEF in blue
lettering on white background on the roof.

We passed a dead donkey on the roachemay ini a week later the same donkey was
therei welcome to Egypt!

Observations
More on training before you enter a foreighn

Andwe,as2yearol d fApeacekeeperso had been .t hrown
The Arabs and Jews had been fighting since 1948 werel as Canadian§ i babes i n

t he wo oidhe Canadfepeacekeepers nor for that matter Canada understood the

Middle East . We should have learned in Cyprus that there is a difference between
peacekeeping and peacemaking. The first cardinal rule of peacekeeping is that the people

in the country you are in have to fiwant you
believe from what | saw the Turks and the Greeks wanted us there. In Sinai anthEgy

Egyptians wanted us therdsrael did NOT.

Know the country you are going intb the historyi the culturei the tribesi the
religion and its rules and divisions/sects.

Also my generation was the generation of idealitester Pearson and his UReace
PrizeiKennedy and hiiBufiPeatei €eapsém and ndwe
di fferenced I f we did ,only history will |

cC o
ol o)



Chapter 5 El Arish Air base and El Arish Camp (called Marina)

Picture is taken outside of Marina Camp gatei Yugoslav Guard can be made out to
the right centre of picture.

The airbase was about 15 kilometers from where we stdjadna Why? Who

knows? El Arish was also about 30 miles from Rafah.i got to know the route well as |
went from H Arish to Rafah every Friday to play poker with my army RCASC friends at
56 Tpt Company in Rafahthe highway was good having being built bty British WW?2.

The Egyptians occupied part of the El Arish Airbase and the UN another. Actually quite
simplei they occupied one runway and wée UN occupied another. Since the two
runways were in the shape of drwe were at the end of one X and they were at the end
of the otheiX.

Allwellandgoodie x cept t hey h a dthe dnebuilily the Bishodr unway
knows wheri WW1 ? and we had the new runwiajpuilt by the Egyptians and not

exactly up to standard. A visiting Yugoslav airplane had a tire go right through the

runway while taxing so you can imagine how much base and asphalt they had put on

Aor A runway.

So the North Star could NOT be parked at the UN part of the airfortt had to be

parked overnight at the British made end of the tarmac or runvabgut a mile from the

smal | UN building and hangar .kmitgmt igmg 0 wthleen
plane had to be guarded by the Indian soldiers. | learned to take them out &t night

usually a squad of theinand explain to NCO or officer each tim@nce a week what

had to be done. Guar d t hidhe pdygansehadfbnrokenmn A Br e a k
a week before | arrived and ransacked the unguarded plane. The Egyptian police had

hired a Bedouin to follow the tracks of the thief and had followed his tracks for miles till

he lost them in the town of El Arish saw this trackée ould distinguish even camel

tracks from the imprint quite incredible in sand and hard packed small rodkst they

could do it well. I learned the Bedouin or Bedu were incredible workers and intelligent

much better workers than the local Egyptians.

Observation
One | earned quickly the | ocal customs and t



| was sitting in the common | atrine of stall
Crab like creature go scurrying by my fééjumped on the toilet had not been taught
the difference between a harmless land crab which were everywhere and a scorpion.

| had not been taught to shake out my shoes or desert boots to ensure a scorpion or
poisonous snake had not curled up in the warmth for the night! Tlikesmgere called
t he Ot hr e éafteriyoa pare biterthréeesteps and you were dead.

Doné6t try to figo nativeo or be one of them ¢
waysi sometimes a bit of acultureshack ut t h ey wooudnightasihwalln ge s

adapt. We wore Canadian blue bush hats and blue bemgisolutely useless in the hot

sun and sun that burns all your face. A brim merely covers the eyes from the sun. We

needed the Australian Akubra wide brimmeditatthe Arabic clth table cloth hat with

the camel hobble which is what the cord is that keeps it on.

We quickly traded our Canadian bush pants and shirt with the Indian Athey had
loose woven long pants and shirts and were 100 % cooler. Adapt to local condifns.
got comfortable in dress quickly.




Chapter 6 Rafah

Rafah or Camp Rafah was, in 196& the main hub of the UNEF 1 Operations for the
Peacekeeping efforts for the Canadians. There were all elements of the Canadian Army
represented heieRCACT theRecce squadron /RCEME/RCASC both supply and
logistics/RCAMC /Cpro C the Provost Corpgven the Postal Corps /Dental Corps and
the Chaplaincy corps. What must the Moslems have thought when we put up two
identical churches side by side in Rafabne Cathbic and the other Protestant! The

Church bells were supplied by discarded bells from two steam train egngsnerous

gift 1 and | wonder if they are still in Rafah ,,,or where these train bells ended up?

A double fence of the Danor Battaliboa combned battalion of Danish and Norwegians,
guarded the Camp. The Danors were complete with police dogs. The Egyptians still got
in regularly and stole whatever was not nailed down reguilantyw?i Who knows.
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Amazing what a rain fall will do- sand with water 7 all of a sudden blossomé lasts
abut a weekthen back to sand!!






